Lakewood City Schools 
Course of Study for Writing for College
Revised: 6/2/08
	Scope and Sequence

Writing for College is a rigorous skills course for the serious college-bound student in which students will improve their higher level thinking skills through reading, writing, listening and speaking – with emphasis on writing and the composing process. Major areas of study include: composition skills, vocabulary, grammar, literary analysis and research.
Curriculum Map

Daily Vocabulary – “Word of the Day” (Daily)
Journaling – 350 word “Friday Reflection” due each Friday (Weekly)
The Writing Process - Ongoing
Unit One – Personal Narrative – 2 weeks

Unit Two – Character Analysis – 2 weeks

Unit Three – Case Study – 2 weeks

Unit Four – Essay of Comparison – 2 weeks

Unit Five – Persuasive Essay – 2 weeks

Unit Six – Research Paper –  3 weeks

Unit Seven – Critical Review – 2 weeks




Vocabulary: (Daily)
Each day, class begins with a with a new vocabulary word. Upon entering the classroom, students copy the word, part of speech and definition. Discussion occurs regarding root word, prefix, suffix. Students then must write an original sentence before the start of each class.
	Standard and Benchmark
	Grade Level Indicators


	Clear Learning Targets
	Strategies/Resources

	Apply knowledge of roots, affixes and phrases to aid understanding of content area vocabulary.

Use multiple resources to enhance comprehension of vocabulary.

	Conceptual Understanding

Analyze the relationships of pairs of words in analogical statements (e.g., synonyms and antonyms, connotation and denotation) and evaluate the effectiveness of analogous relationships.

Structural Understanding

Use knowledge of Greek, Latin and Anglo-Saxon roots, prefixes and suffixes to understand complex words and new subject-are vocabulary
Determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words by using dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, technology and textual features such as definitional footnotes or sidebars.


	I can correctly define each “Word of the Day.”

I can correctly use each “Word of the Day” in an original sentence.

I can recognize common Greek, Latin and Anglo-Saxon roots, prefixes and suffixes to help me understand the meaning of unfamiliar words.

I can use dictionaries, thesauruses, and other tools to define unfamiliar words.

I can understand the relationship between words of similar and opposite meanings.
I can describe what an analogy is.

I can solve an analogy.


	Ongoing; 

Writers’ Inc. (WI)   pp.367-381; 
WI  pp.367-381

WI  pp.367-381

“Word of the Day”



Journaling: (Weekly)
Each Monday (or the first day of the week), students are given a writing prompt and must complete a 350 word, informal piece of writing by Friday.
	Standard and Benchmark
	Grade Level Indicators


	Clear Learning Targets
	Strategies/Resources

	Compose reflective writings that balance reflections by using specific personal experiences to draw conclusions about life.

	Produce informal writings (e.g., journals, notes, poems) for various purposes.


	I can write an approximately 350 word, informal essay on the topic of the teacher’s choice.

	Weekly “Friday Reflections”



The Writing Process (ongoing)
In all their writing assignments in this course, students will deal with all of the following benchmarks, grade level indicators and learning targets…
	Standard and Benchmark
	Grade Level Indicators


	Clear Learning Targets
	Strategies/Resources

	Use correct spelling conventions.

Use correct punctuation and  capitalization

Demonstrate understanding of the grammatical conventions of the English language
Evaluate the clarity, quality, effectiveness, and overall coherence of a speaker’s key points, argument, evidence, organization of ideas, delivery, diction and syntax.
Formulate writing ideas, and identify a topic appropriate to the purpose and audience.

Select and use an appropriate organizational structure to refine and develop ideas for writing.

Use a variety of strategies to revise content, organization and style, and to improve word choice, sentence variety, clarity and consistency of writing.

Apply editing strategies to eliminate slang and improve conventions.

Apply tools to judge the quality of their writing.

Prepare writing for publication that follows an appropriate format and uses a variety of techniques to enhance the final product

	.

Spelling

Use correct spelling conventions.

Punctuation and Capitalization

Use correct capitalization and punctuation.

Grammar and Usage

Use correct grammar (e.g., verb tenses, parallel structure, indefinite and relative pronouns).

Evaluate how language choice, diction, syntax and delivery style (e.g., repetition, appeal to emotion, eye contact) affect the mood and tone and impact the audience.

Prewriting

Generate writing ideas through discussions with others and from printed material, and keep a list of writing ideas.

Determine the usefulness of and apply appropriate pre-writing tasks (e.g., background reading, interviews or surveys).

Establish and develop a clear thesis statement for informational writing or a clear plan or outline for narrative writing.

Determine a purpose and audience and plan strategies (e.g., adapting formality of style, including explanations or definitions as appropriate to audience needs) to address purpose and audience.

Use organizational strategies (e.g., notes and outlines) to plan writing.

Drafting, Revising and Editing

Organize writing, to create a coherent whole, with an effective and engaging introduction and conclusion and a closing sentence that summarizes, extends or elaborates on points or ideas in the writing.

Use a variety of sentence structures and lengths (e.g., simple, compound and complex sentences; parallel or repetitive sentence structure).

Use paragraph form in writing, including topic sentences arranging paragraphs in a logical sequence, using effective transitions and closing sentences and maintaining coherence across the whole through the use of parallel structures.

Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, colorful modifiers and style as appropriate to audience and purpose, and use techniques to convey a personal style and voice.

Use available technology to compose text.

Reread and analyze clarity of writing, consistency of point of view and effectiveness of organizational structure.

Add and delete examples and details to better elaborate on a stated central idea, to develop more precise analysis or persuasive argument or to enhance plot, setting and character in narrative texts.

Rearrange words, sentences and paragraphs, and add transitional words and phrases to clarify meaning and achieve specific aesthetic and rhetorical purposes.

Use resources and reference materials (e.g., dictionaries and thesauruses) to select effective and precise vocabulary that maintains consistent style, tone and voice.

Proofread writing, edit to improve conventions (e.g., grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization), identify and correct fragments and run-ons and eliminate inappropriate slang or informal language.

Apply tools (e.g., rubric, checklist and feedback) to judge the quality of writing.

Publishing

Prepare for publication (e.g., for display or for sharing with others) writing that follows a manuscript form appropriate for the purpose, which could include such techniques as electronic resources, principles of design (e.g., margins, tabs, spacing and columns) and graphics (e.g., drawings, charts and graphs) to enhance the final product.


	I can use correct spelling.

I can use correct capitalization.

I can use correct punctuation.

I can use correct grammar.

I can read my paper and other papers

and effectively evaluate them.

I can choose a topic for my paper.

I can use a variety of pre-writing methods to gather information for my paper.

I can create a workable thesis statement that will serve as the focus of my paper.

I understand the term “audience” in relationship to my writing.

I can vary my writing style for the appropriate audience.

I can use various organizers to gather and arrange information for my paper.

I can write an appropriate opening and conclusion to my paper.
I can vary my sentence structure.

I can write papers using correct paragraph form.

I can use transitions to links ideas and paragraphs together in my papers.

I can use correct word choice throughout my paper.

I can use a word processing program to create my document.

I can proofread and revise my paper

I can rid my papers of unnecessary ideas.

I can edit my writing to make it clear, concise and interesting.

I can use dictionaries and thesauruses.

I can proofread and make appropriate corrections.

I can use rubrics to analyze the effectiveness of my paper.

I can use a word processing program to create the final version of my paper.


	Writer’s Inc.   - pp. 485 -498

Writer’s Inc.   - pp. 455 – 474

                                475 - 477

Writer’s Inc.   - pp. 455 – 474

                                475 - 477

Writer’s Inc.   - pp. 511, 90, 129, 432,             504, 527, 503

Peer Editing
WI  pp. 41-52

Ongoing

“Friday Reflections”

All Essays

Peer Editing

Ongoing

WI  10-11, 247-251

Ongoing

WI  51, 140, 248

Ongoing

WI 46,62, 139, 423

Ongoing

WI  48-49, 359-363

Ongoing

WI  65

Ongoing

WI  522

Ongoing

WI   pp. 95-104 

Ongoing

WI   pp 130, 138, 359

Use of PC Lab

Ongoing

WI   pp. 67, 77, 85-86, 140, 139

Ongoing

WI   pp. 63, 

Ongoing

WI   pp. 52, 100-103 

Ongoing

WI   346 

Classroom dictionaries , thesauruses
Ongoing

Peer Editing

WI   pp. 454-531 

Ongoing

Peer Editing

WI   pp. 454-531 

Ongoing

PC Lab

WI   275-283 (MLA format ) 




Unit 1: Personal Narrative (2 weeks)
Students will write a personal narrative, which incorporates recollection, evaluation and reflection, allowing them to incorporate  their personalities directly into their writing. Their basic task is to reflect on a belief that they have developed over the years and evaluate how it has been formed. The essay should be based on a life experience that has had great impact on the student’s life.
	Standard and Benchmark
	Grade Level Indicators


	Clear Learning Targets
	Strategies/Resources

	Compose reflective writings that balance reflections by using specific personal experiences to draw conclusions about life.

	Write reflective compositions that:

a. use personal experiences as a basis for reflection on some aspect of life;

b. draw abstract comparisons between specific incidents and abstract concepts;

 c. maintain a balance between describing incidents and relating them to more general, abstract ideas that illustrate personal beliefs; and

    d .move from specific examples to generalizations about life.


	I can write an approximately 750 word paper about a personal experience that has had a great impact on my life.

I can come to a logical conclusion based on the examples I use in my paper.


	Personal Narrative
WI  pp. 140, 147-151



	
	
	
	


Unit 2: Character Analysis (2 weeks)
Students will write a character analysis on a fictional character, which will reveal that character’s importance to its work. Exactly what characteristics make that person who he or she is? 
	Standard and Benchmark
	Grade Level Indicators


	Clear Learning Targets
	Strategies/Resources

	Write responses to literature that provide an interpretation, recognize ambiguities, nuances and complexities and understand the author’s use of stylistic devices and effects created

	Write responses to literature that:

a. advance a judgment that it is interpretative, analytical, 
evaluative or reflective;

b. support key ideas and view points with accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works and authors;

c. analyze the author’s use of stylistic devices and express an 

appreciation of the effects the devices create;

d. identify and assess the impact of possible ambiguities, 
nuances and complexities within text;

e. anticipate and answer a reader’s questions, counterclaims or 
divergent interpretations; and

f. provide a sense of closure to the writing.


	I can write a response to literature concentrating on the development of one particular character.

I can use parts of the text to support my point.

I can understand the author’s style as it relates to character development.

I can make logical guesses concerning what my audience will need to know about my subject.

I can write an appropriate closing to my paper.
	Character Analysis

WI   pp. 221-225, 227-243




Unit 3: Case Study (2 weeks)
Students will write a case study, the purpose of which is to investigate and share the experience of a single individual whose story speaks for the experiences of groups of people.
	Standard and Benchmark
	Grade Level Indicators


	Clear Learning Targets
	Strategies/Resources

	Compose reflective writings that balance reflections by using specific experiences to draw conclusions about life.

	Write reflective compositions that:

a. use experiences as a basis for reflection on some aspect of life;

b. draw abstract comparisons between specific incidents and abstract concepts;

 c. maintain a balance between describing incidents and relating them to more general, abstract ideas that illustrate personal beliefs; and

    d. move from specific examples to generalizations about life.


	I can write an approximately 750 word paper about an interesting person.
I can describe incidents, leading to a conclusion about the subject of my paper.

I can relate this conclusion to a basic life principle.


	 Case Study
WI   pp. 221-225, 227-243




Unit 4: Essay of Comparison (2 weeks)
Students will write an essay which explores the similarities and differences between topics of their choice
	Standard and Benchmark
	Grade Level Indicators


	Clear Learning Targets
	Strategies/Resources

	Compile, organize and evaluate  information; take notes and summarize findings.

Evaluate the usefulness and credibility  of data and sources, and synthesize information from multiple sources.

.

	Write reflective compositions that:

a. use experiences as a basis for reflection on some aspect of life;

b. draw abstract comparisons between specific incidents and abstract concepts;

 c. maintain a balance between describing incidents and relating them to more general, abstract ideas that illustrate personal beliefs; and

    d. move from specific examples to generalizations about life.


	I can write an approximately 750 word comparing and contrasting two related topics.
I can organize my topics to clearly understand differences and similarities using a Venn diagram.

I can come to a logical conclusion concerning my topics.
	 Essay of Comparison
WI  pp.357-366

WI  pp.202-204

WI  pp. 357-366




Unit 5: Persuasive Essay (2 weeks)
Students will write an essay in which they use appropriate argumentation to persuade the reader to see their viewpoint in a topic on a topic of their choice/
	Standard and Benchmark
	Grade Level Indicators


	Clear Learning Targets
	Strategies/Resources

	Produce informational essays or reports that establish a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject, include relevant perspectives, take into account the validity and reliability of sources and provide a clear sense of closure.

Use a range of strategies to elaborate and persuade when appropriate including appeal to logic, use of personal anecdotes, examples, beliefs, expert opinions or cause-effect reasoning..


	Write persuasive compositions that:

    a  articulate a clear position;

b.  support assertions using rhetorical

          devices including appeals 
to

          emotion or logic, personal  anecdotes.
   c.   develop arguments using a             variety of methods (e.g., examples, beliefs, expert opinion, cause-effect reasoning).


	I can write an approximately 750 word persuasive essay.
I can clearly state my point on the subject I choose.

I can use techniques such as emotional appeal, logic, or short stories to support my beliefs.

I can use various methods to develop my argument including using examples, sharing beliefs, citing expert opinions and logical reasoning to support my opinion.
	 Persuasive Essay
WI  pp.98, 115-123, 185-198




Unit 6: Research Paper (3 weeks)
Students will write an essay in which they use appropriate argumentation to persuade the reader to see their viewpoint in a topic on a topic of their choice/
	Standard and Benchmark
	Grade Level Indicators


	Clear Learning Targets
	Strategies/Resources

	      Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for inquiry and investigation and adjust questions as necessary while research is conducted.

      Compile, organize and evaluate information; take notes and summarize findings.

      Evaluate the usefulness and credibility of data and sources, and synthesize information from multiple sources.

      Use style guides to produce oral and written reports that give proper credit for sources (e.g., words, ideas, images, information) and include an acceptable format for source acknowledgement.

Communicate findings, reporting on the substance and processes orally, visually and in writing, or through multimedia.

	
Compose open-ended questions for research (assigned or personal interest) and modify questions as necessary during inquiry and investigation to narrow the focus or extend the investigation.

       Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

      Determine the accuracy of sources and the credibility of the author by analyzing the sources’ validity (e.g., authority, accuracy, objectivity, publication date and coverage, etc.).

      Analyze the complexities and discrepancies in information and systematically organize relevant information to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

        Integrate quotations and citations into written text, maintaining a flow of ideas.

Use style guides to produce oral and written reports that give proper credit for sources and include appropriate in-text documentation, notes and an acceptable format for source acknowledgement.


Use a variety of communication techniques (e.g., oral, visual, written or multimedia reports) to present information that supports a clear position about the topic or research question and to maintain an appropriate balance between researched information and original ideas 


	I can write an 7 – 9 page MLA style research paper.

I can prepare appropriate questions to begin my research.

I can differentiate between appropriate and inappropriate sources.

I can organize my information into a logical and effective plan.

I can create an appropriate thesis statement.

I can use effective quotations in my paper.

I can avoid plagiarism by using appropriate parenthetical citations.

I can use both MLA and APA style guides to create my research paper.

I can use Power Point for an oral presentation of my findings.


	“Research Paper”

WI  pp. 323-336

WI   pp. 259-284 

WI   pp. 259-284 

Oral Presentation of Research Project

MS PowerPoint




Unit 7: Critical Review (2 weeks)
Students will write a review of a literary work or movie, commenting on the quality and overall value of the piece.
	Standard and Benchmark
	Grade Level Indicators


	Clear Learning Targets
	Strategies/Resources

	Write responses to literature that provide an interpretation, recognize ambiguities, nuances and complexities and understand the author’s use of stylistic devices and effects created

	Write responses to literature that:

a. advance a judgment that it is interpretative, analytical, 
evaluative or reflective;

b. support key ideas and view points with accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works and authors;

c. analyze the author’s use of stylistic devices and express an 

appreciation of the effects the devices create;

d. identify and assess the impact of possible ambiguities, 
nuances and complexities within text;

e. anticipate and answer a reader’s questions, counterclaims or 
divergent interpretations; and

f. provide a sense of closure to the writing.


	I can write critical review commenting on the overall value of a work of literature or movie.
I can use parts of the text or film to support my point.

I can understand the author’s style as it relates to character development.

I can make logical guesses concerning what my audience will need to know about my subject.

I can write an appropriate closing to my paper.
	Critical Review
WI   pp. 221-225, 227-243
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